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intaglio la 


650 insusc ptibility • intend 

in sus-cep-ti-ble \,in(t>s3-'sep-o-b3l\ adj (1603) : noi susceptible <~ 
to flattery) — in>sus-cep*ti-bil*i-ty \-,sep-t3-*bi-l:>-ie\ n — in*sus- 
cep-ti bly \,in(t>s3-'sep-t3-ble\ adv 

int abbr 1 intelligence 2 intercept 3 interest 4 interim 5 interior 
6 interjection 7 intermediate 8 internal 9 international 10 inter- 
preter 11 intersection 12 interval 13 interview 14 intransitive 

in tact \in-'takl\ adj [ME intacte, fr. L intactus, fr. in- + tactus, pp. of 
tangere to touch — more at tangent] (15c) 1 : untouched esp. by 
anything that harms or diminishes : ENTIRE, UNINJURED 2 of a living 
body or its parts : having no relevant component removed or destroyed: 
a : physically virginal b : not castrated syn see perfect — irvtact- 
ness \-Mak<t)*n3s\ n 

in-ta*g1io Vinf-'tal-Oyd, -'tal-; -'ta-gle-,6, -Ma-\ 
n, pi -gtlOS r tIt< fr. intagliare to engrave, cut, 
fr. ML intaliare/ir.' Lin- + LL taliare to cut 
— more at -tailor] (1644) 1 a : an engrav- 
ing or ►incised figure in stone or other hard 
material depressed below the surface so that 
an impression* from the design yields an im- 
age in relief b ? the art or process of execut- 
ing intaglios C : printing (as in die stamping 
and gravure) done from a plate in which the 
image is sunk below the surface 2 : some- 
thing (as a gem) carved in intaglio 

In-take A'instak\ n (15c) 1 : an opening 
through which fluid enters an enclosure 2 a 
: a taking in b (1) : the amount taken in (2) : something (as energy) 
taken in : INPUT .-. 

1 in*tarvqi-ble MOin-'tan-ja-.bah adj [F or ML; F, fr. ML intangibilis, fr. L 
in- + LL tangibilis tangible] (1640) : not tangible : impalpable Educa- 
tion's ^ benefits) — in-tarvgi-biM*ty V.tan-j^'bi-la-teX n — in-tan- 
gi-ble-ness V'tan-ja-bah-nasN n — in-tan-ghbly \-ble\ adv 

intangible n (1914) : something intangible: as a : an asset (as good- 
will) that is not corporeal b : an abstract quality or attribute (as loyal- 
ty or creativity) 

in-tar-sia \in-*tar-se-»\ n [G, modif. of It intarsio] (1867) 1 : a mosaic 
usu. of wood fitted into a support; also : the art or process of making 
such a mosaic 2 : a colored design knitted on both sides of a fabric (as 
in a sweater) ' v , 

in-te-ger Vin-ti-jar\ n [L, adj., whole, entire — more at entire] (1571) 

1 : any of the natural numbers, the negatives of these numbers, or zero 

2 : a complete entity 

in-te-gra-ble Vin-ti-gra-bafta^tca. 1741) : capable of being integrated 
,<~ functions) — *in-te*gra-bil-My \,in-ti-gr»- r bi-l3-te\ n 
1 i n-te-qral Vin-ti-erol (usu so in' maihem aticsY in-'tr-grat also -*te- also 
-r'in-(ra-R3l\ aaj ( I3M j 1 5 i essential to completeness : constttuent. 
<an ~ part of the curriculum> ■D(ij : being, containing, or relating tty 

m athematical intet 

er part <a seat with-^- headrest) . 

- ■ : lacking nothing essential ::entire — in.te-graM.ty V.in-t^'gra-la-teX 
n — in«te*graMy Vin-ti-gra-le; in-'te-gra- also -'te-\ ady 

integral n (ca. 1741)-: the result of a mathematical integration — com- 
pare DEFINITE INTEGRAL, INDEFINITE INTEGRAL 

integral calculus n (ca. 1741) : a branch of mathematics concerned 
with the theory and applications (as in the determination of lengths, ar- 
eas, and volumes and in the solution of differential equations) of inte- 
grals and integration 

integral domain n (1937) : a mathematical ring in which multiplica- 
tion is commutative, which has a multiplicative identity element, and 
which contains no pair of nonzero elements whose product is zero <the 
integers under the operations of addition and multiplication form an 
integral domain) 

in-te -grand \'in-ta-,grand\ n [L integrandus, gerundive of integrarej 
(1897) : a mathematical expression to be integrated 

in-te-grate Vin-ta-.gratX vb -grat-ed; -grat-ing [L integratus, pp. of in- 
tegral, fr. integr-, integer} vt (ca. 1586) 1 : to form, coordinate, or 
blend into a functioning or unified whole : UNITE 2 : to find the inte- 
gral of (as a function or equation) 3 a : to unite with something else 
b : to incorporate into a larger unit 4 a : to end the segregation of and 
bring into equal membership in society or an organization b : DESEG- 
REGATE school districts) ~ vi : to become integrated 

Integrated aay (1922) 1 : marked by the unified control of all aspects 
of industrial production from raw materials through distribution of 
finished products*<-w companies) <~ production) 2 : characterized 
by integration and esp. racial integration <an society) <<— schools) 

Integrated circuit n (1959) : a tiny complex of electronic components 
and their connections that is produced in or on a small slice of material 
(as silicon) — integrated circuitry n 

integrated pest management n (1976) : management of agricultural 
andnorticultural pests that minimizes the use of chemicals and empha- 
sizes natural and k>w-toxicity methods (as the use of crop rotation and 
beneficial predatory insects) 

in-te-gra-tion X.in-ta-'gra-shanX n (1620) 1 : the act or process or an 
instance of integrating: as a : incorporation as equals into society or 
an organization of individuals of different groups (as races) b : coor- 
dination of mental processes into a normal effective personality or with 
the individual's environment 2 a : the operation of finding a function 
whose differential is known b : the operation of solving a differential 
equation 

irvte-gra-tlon-lst \-sh(»-)nist\ « (195 1) : a person who believes in, ad- 
vocates, or practices social integration — integrationlst adj 

in-te*gra-tive Vin-ta-^ra-tivN adj (1862) : serving to integrate or favor- 
ing integration : directed toward integration <the ~ powers of the hu- 
man imagination — J. A. McPherson) 

ln*te*gra*tor \-,gra-tar\ n (1876) :"one that integrates; esp : a device or 
computer unit that totalizes variable quantities in a manner compara- 
ble to mathematical integration 

In-teg-ri-ty \in-'te-gr;>-te\rt [ME integrity fr. MF & L; MF integrity, fr. L 
integritat-, integritas, fr. integr-, integer entire) (14c) 1 : firm adherence 
to a code of esp. moral or artistic values : INCORRUPTIBILITY 2 : an 
unimpaired condition : SOUNDNESS 3 : the quality or state of being 
complete or undivided : completeness syn see honesty 


nhprp atir al integers (2V: relating to or cffnr^lTrH vx '' in — 
ltegrals or integrat ion C : farmed as aunit with anoth- 
with.^ headrest) 2 : composed of integral parts 3 


in-teg-u-ment Vin-'te-gya-mantX n [L in'tegumentum, fr. integt>re\ 0 
er, fr. in- + tegere to cover — more at THATCH] (ca. 1611): sorric^ 
that covers or encloses: esp : an enveloping layer (as a skin, membri? 
or cuticle) of an organism or one of its parts — in-teg-u-men-tS 
\-'men-t(»-)re\ adj ™ 

intel abbr intelligence 

in-tel-lect Vin-ta-.lekA n [ME. fr. MF or L; MF. fr. L intellects U i, 
tellegere to understand — more at INTELLIGENT] (14c) 1 a : th e £ 
er of knowing as distinguished from the power to feel and to nil) * 
capacity for knowledge b : the capacity for rational or inttllia, 
thought esp. when highly developed 2 : a person with great intclltJJ 
al powers 

In-tel-lec-tion V.in-ia-'lek-shimX n M579) 1 : an act of ihe i nie |w 
: thought 2 : exercise of the intellect : reasoning 
in-teMec-tive \-Mek-tiv\ adj (15c) : having, relating to. or belongiu 
the intellect : rational — in*teMec-tive»ly adv 

Mn-tel-leC'tu.al Vn-is-'lek-cha-wal. -chal, -shwal. -chu(-:>)]\ adj[\^ t 
a : of or relating to the intellect or its use b : developed or chkft 
guided by the intellect rather than by emotion or experience : 
nal c : requiring use of the intellect <~ games) 2 a : given k 
sludv. reflection, and speculation b : engaged in activity requiring 
creative use of the intellect <~~ playwrights) — in -teMec-tu.au* 
V.Iek-ch^wa-la-ieN n — in-tehlec-tu-aMy V'lek-cha-wa-ie, 
-shwa-le. -chu(o)-le\ adv — in-teMec*tu.al-ness Vlek-cha-wj^ 
-chal-. -shw3l-. -chii(-3)l-\ n 

intellectual n ( 1615) 1 pi archaic : intellectual powers 2 : an 
lectua) person 

in-teMec-tu-al-ism X.in-o-'lek-cha-wa-Ji-zom, -cha-.tk -shw^ 
-chut-^V.liA n (1838) : devotion to the exercise of intellect or loiW 
lectual pursuits — in-teMec-tu-al-ist \-list\ n or adj — in-teMec* 
al-is-tic V.lck-cha-w^-'lis-tik. -ch^-'lis-. -shw^-'lis-. -chut-a^'lis^afi 

in*tel-lec-tu»al-ize Vin-ta-Mek-cha-wD-Jiz. -ch^-.ITz. -shws-,H 2 . 
,liz\ i7 -tzed; -iz»ing (ca. 1819) : to give rational form or content tai 
in^tel-lec-tu-aM-za-tion VJek-cha-wa-b-'za-shsn. -ch>l»-. s}m% 
-chii(-3>l3-\ n — in*tel-lec-tu-al*iz«er V'lek-chs-wa-.n-zsr, -cl 
-shwa-.li-. -chu(-3)- t li-\ n 

intellectual property n (1845) : property (as an idea, invention, crpj 
cess) that derives from the work of the mind or intellect: also 
plication, right, or registration relating to this 

in-teMi-gence \in-'te-l>j3n(l)s\ n [ME. fr. MF. fr. L intelligent 
intelligent-, intelligens intelligent] (14c) 1 a ( 1) : the ability to tears? 
understand or to deal with new or trying situations : reason: aho'.t[ 
skilled use of reason (2) : the ability to apply knowledge to 
late one's environment or to think abstractly as measured by< . 
; criteria (as tests) b Christian Science ; the basic eternal quality cfjlj 
vine Mind C : menial acuteness : shrewdness 2 a : an inttffiji, 
entitv: esp : angel b : intelligent minds or mind <cosmic ~> 3:4j, 
act of understanding : comprehension 4 a : information, KJ| 
b : information concerning an enemy or possible enemy or asM| 
also : an agency engaged in obtaining such information 5 : the* 
to perform computer functions 

intelligence quotient n (1916) : io 1 

in-tel-H-genc-er \in-'te-l3-j^n(t)-S3r: -'te-la-.jenU)-. -.te-ls-'V/itia 
: a secret agent : SPY 2 : a bringer of news : reporter f 
intelligence test n (1914) : a tesi designed to determine then 
mental capacilv of a person J fi 
in-tel-li gent Xin-'te-la-jantX adj [L intelligent-, intelligens. PD-"" 
ligere, intellegere to understand, fr. inter- + legere to gather, st 
more at legend] (1509) 1 a : having or indicating a high or a 
tory degree of intelligence and mental capacity b : revcal "2J 
fleeting good judgment or sound thought : SKILLFUL 2 a : posg 
intelligence b : guided or directed by intellect : RAT10NA11 
: guided or controlled by a computer: esp : using a built-in n 
cessor for automatic operation, for processing of data, or J° rB< - 
greater versatility — compare DUMB 7 b : able to P roduc LSg 
material from digital signals <an — copier) — in-tel-ihgefHWj 
lament t)-sh3l\ adj — in.tel-li-gent-ly V'te-la-jant-leX^ .jm 
syn intelligent, clever, alert, ouick-witted m^jS 
keen or quick. INTELLIGENT stresses success in coping 
ations and solving problems <an intelligent person cou ?*^g 
fast). CLEVER implies native ability or aptness and » n * l,l J5SS 
a lack of more substantial qualities <cle\er with words). A^ gfl 
es quickness in perceiving and understanding (alert to tie 
gy). quick-witted implies promptness in finding answ 5^ig 
or in devising expedients in moments of danger or cn»w» 
match for his quick-witted opponent). 
in*tel*ii*gent*sia Xin-.te-ls-'jentt^sc-n, -'gen(t)-\ n ' Ku . , nrf0 a 
fr. L intelUgcntUt intelligence] ( 1907) : intellectuals who iovm 
tic. social, or political vanguard or elite . f jEm 

in-tel-ll-gi-ble Vin-Me-lp-j^balX adj (ME. fr. L intclhgtbilis, ir.*gg 
(14c) f : apprehensible bv the intellect only 2 : capao 
dcrstootl or comprehended <jargon ~>~ only to 1 h , e J,^ IfiSitW 
li.gi.bil.i-ty V.te-lD-j^-'bi-l^tcX n — in-tel-li*gi-bie-newjj 
b3l-nas\ n — in*te1>li-gi-bly \-ble\ adv voia 
in-tem-per-ance NOin-'tem-pta-^nmiOsX n (15c) : laCK w i 
esp : habitual or excessive drinking of intoxicants _ 
in»tem*per*ate \-p(a-)rst\ adj [ME in tempera t. fr. L '"YtSSi 
+ temperatus. pp. of temper are to temper) 04c) : n ^ 
criticism); esp : given to excessive use of intoxicating « 
tem-per-ate-ly adv — in-tem*per»ate*ness n 
in*tend \in-'tcnd\ vb [ME entenden, intenden. "j,.* stitW 
tendere to stretch out, direct, aim at, fr. in- + re ? aer f ic • toll 
at thin) vr ( 14c) 1 : to direct the mind on 2 arC * a * ' u * ' 
(a course) 3 a : signify. MEAN b : to refer to J* jj^ 
as a purpose or goal : PLAN b : to design for a spe*. *m 
~~ vi. archaic : set out. start — in*tend-er n 
in-ten-dance \in-'ten-d3n(t)s\ n (1739) 1 : maNAO«« 
TENDENCE 2 : an administrative department .„,— dtoWB 
in-ten.dant \-d 3 nt\ n [F. fr. MF. fr. L intendent-. '"^q&V 
tendere to intend, attend] ( 1652) : an administrative tQ ^gJI 
nor) esp. under the French. Spanish, or Portuguese fyjtiffcfl 
'intended adj (15c) 1 : expected to be such • n n t 5^ J fll 

reer) <his ^- bride) 2 : intentional — in * c0 j 
intended n (1767) : the person to whom another » 
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Attic 


^-^-^r7 fl 7tr7p03^^Cias&^ tain the age of 96V to ottam the mountain peah. — v.u 3. 
At*f* p thread of life. [ < Gk: lit. not turning, hence, to arrive at or succeed in reaching or obtaining some 
cuts -the jqL • .trope] th 


to under a 
a-' + try] 


trysail in 


*i!5e W See a- 9 , -trope] 

^ ^en^ing. [1601 
% ' Auxiliary Territorial Service (organized in 1941 
AT*» _it n serving in the British army; became part of 

i- American Temperance Society. 2. American 
^ctsSbciW 3 * American Transport Service. 


at*tend*lng (a ten'ding), oaV. (of a physician) 1. hav- 
ing primary responsibility for a patient. 2. holding a 
staff position in an accredited hospital. [1580-90; at- 

TEND + -ING'J 

These trees attain to remarfeoMe height [13OO-S0; ME aMont (a tent/), adj. Archaic. attentive; intent 
atei(g)nen < AF, OF a teign- (s. of ateindre) < VL *ot- [1275-1325; ME < L attentus attentive (ptp. of atten- 
tangere (for L attingere), equiv. to L at- at- + tangere to de re ) t equiv. to atten(d)- (see attend) + -tus ptp. suffix] 


thing (usually fol. by to or unto): to ottoin to fcnoiuiedge. 
4. to reach in the course of development or growth: 


touch] — at*taln/er. ru 
— $yn. 1. secure. See gain 1 . — Ant. 1. 2. miss. 
at*tafn»a*ble (a ta/na bal), adj. capable of being at- 
-able] — at.taln'B'bll'l.ty. 


tained. [1640-50; attain + 
at'talrv'a'ble-ness. n. 

at*taln*der (e tan'dar), ru 1. the legal consequence of 
judgment of death or outlawry for treason or felony, in- 
volving the loss of all civil rights. 2. Obs. dishonor. 
[1426-75; late ME, n. use of AF attaindre to convict, OF 
B » , M% , . ataindre to convict, attain] 

l-tacca J. tM*. ^SJ^^^^/I at.taln.ment (o.ttn'mont). n. 1. an act of attaining. 

2. something attained; a personal acquirement; achieve- 
ment [1350-1400; ME attenement. See attain, -mbnt] 
, - — Syn. 2. accomplishment. 

^flisten p r affix; JPinT^J^talnt (a tanf), u.t. 1. Law. to condemn by a sen- 
JSb/^T2. to join in acUon or function; make partof. to ^. accuse. 4. 06s. to prove the guilt of. — n. 5. 
Xhoneseljtoag^ Sbl^astain; disgrace; taint.' [1250-1300; ME ataynte. 


tt. 1. attached. 2. attention. 3. attorney. 
♦ ♦n.boV (at' 9 inter/. Informal (used as an en- 
a : • „S?exoression of encouragement or approval to a 
^^ff or male animal.) [1905-10, Amer.; alleged to 
h?a rX'ced form of that's a boy or fhot's the boy] 
-7 *flr.ca (e ta'ke, a tak'e; /t at tak/kfi), u. (use- ™ 
8 wwTrative) Music begin immediately (directing a 
^J^Vmer to go without pause to the next section). 
f< ] It limpv. of ottaccore to attack] 


WeTa quaWor c^ One proviso ^J^^ 0 ^^ < A ° F * ^ ° f * attention def/iclt dlBOr/der. a developmental die- 


liutv with- or in assistance to a military unit 4. to in- 
to as a quality or condition of something: One proviso 

Sftection1>r regard: You oWys ottoch yourself to people putation. [1530-40; attaint + -urb, modeled on ML ot- 
»,hn 'end up hurting you. 7. Low. to take (persons or tincture] 

"moberty)-by legal authority. 8. 06s. to lay hold of; At*ta*IId (at/1 id), n., pi AMaMde, At-tal-l-dae (e tal'- 
" . ™ ; o t^i oHh«r»- nflrtAin- hfilonc fufiuallv fol. bv j d&). any of a line of kings, usually named Attalus or 

Eumenes, that ruled Pergamum, in Asia Minor, 282-133 
B.C. [presumably after Attalus ( < Gk Attalos), father of 
Philetaerus (d. 263 B.C.), founder of the kingdom; see 


tent'ly, adv. 

at*ten*tion (n. a ten^shan; tnterj. a ten^shun'), ru 1. 
the act' or faculty of attending, esp. by directing the mind 
to an object. 2. Psychol a. a concentration or the mind 
on a single object or thought, esp. one preferentially se- 
lected from a complex, with a view to limiting or clarify- 
ing receptivity by narrowing the range of stimuli, b. a 
state of consciousness characterized by such concentra- 
tion, c a capacity to maintain selective or sustained 
concentration. 3. observant care; consideration: Indi- 
vidual attention is given to each child. 4. civility or 
courtesy: attention to a guest. 5. notice or awareness: 
His deliberate cough caught the waiter's attention. 6. 
attentions, acts ofcourtesy or devotion indicating affec- 
tion, as in courtship. 7. AfiL a. an erect position with 
eyes to the front, arms to the sides, and heels together 
(often used as a command). [1325-75; ME attencioun 
< L attention- (s. of attentid). See attent, -ion] —at- 
tenstlon*al, adj. 


-id 1 ] 

At*ta*lus I 

197 B.C. 

Attalus II, 

13S b.c. 


— v.u 9. to adhere; pertain; belong (usually fol. by 
?Tor upon): No blame attaches to him, [1300-50; ME 
atachen i< AF atocher to seize, OF ofochier to fasten, 
alter of, estochier to fasten with or to a stake, equiv. to 
estoch(e) (< Gmc *stofcfea stake) + -ier inf. suffix] — at> 
tacIVa*ble> o4i. ^-at-tach/er. ru _ _ 

Syn. . 1. subjoin, append, add, annex. — Ant. 1. 

detach. 

at»ta«Ch6 ( a ta sha', af e- or, esp. Brit, a tash'ff), — ru 
1. a diplomatic official attached to an embassy or lega- 
tion, esp. in a technical capacity: a commercial attache; a 
cultural attache. 2. a military officer who is assigned to 

a diplomatic post in a foreign country in order to gather at«ta*pul>gite (afa pul'jit), 
military' information: an air attache) an army attache"; a rt fm 0(m o fl «itT 
naval attache. 3. Also, at'ta^cn©/. See attachd case. 
[1825-35; < F: lit, attached, ptp. of attacher to attach] 
attache^ . casV, a flat, usually rigid, rectangular 
briefcase for carrying business papers, documents, or the 
like. Also called dispatch case. [1900-05] 
at"ta^bjMl_(a_tacht/), j^._l^joined; connect«drbound.. 


(at/1 as), (Soter) king of Pergamum 241- 
(Philadelphus) king of Pergamum cl59- 


AttalUS III, (Philometor) king of Pergamum 138-133 


Z: having-a- wall in" common" with"another building (opr 
pbsed^to detached): an attached house. ; 3.- Zoo if perma- 


t o ^ r _„ ... . a clay mineral, basic 

hydrous silicate of magnesium and aluminum, the active 
ingredient of fuller's earth, [named after Attapulgus, 
town in SW Georgia, U.S., near source of supply; see 

-ITE 1 ] 

at*tar (al/or), n. 1. Also, atar, athar, ottar, otto. a. 

perfume or essential oil obtained from flowers or petals. 
> 2. Also called aVtar of ros^ee. See rose oil. [1790- 
1800; short for Pers *otar-gu/ attar of, roses, akin to 
*atara to smell sweet, 'ifr fragrance ( < Ar)] 



one to a person, thing, cause, ideal, or the like; devotion; 
regard: o fond attachment to his cousin; a profound at- 
tachment to the cause of peace. 3. something that at- 
taches; a fastening or tie: the attachments of a harness; 
the attachments of a pair of skis. 4. an additional or 
supplementary device: attachments for an electric drill 

5. Law. seizure of property or person by legal authority, 
esp. seizure of a defendant's property to prevent its dis- 
sipation before trial or to acquire jurisdiction over it. 6. 
something attached, as a document added to a letter: 
[1400-50; late ME attachement seizure < AF. See at- 
tach, -mbntI 

— Syh. 2. love, devotedness. 3. junction, connection. 
4. See addition. 

at* tack (e tak'), v.L 1. to set upon in a forceful, vio- 
lent, hostile, or aggressive way, with or without a 
weapon; begin fighting with: He attacked him with his 
bare hands. 2. to begin hostilities against; start an 
offensive against to attack the enemy. 3. to blame or 
abuse violently or bitterly. 4. to direct unfavorable crit- 
icism against; criticize severely; argue with strongly: He 
attached his opponent's statement. 5. to try to destroy, 
esp. with verbal abuse: to attach the mayors reputation. 

6. to set about (a task) or go to work, on (a thing) vigor-: 
ously: to attack housecleaning; to attack the hamburger 
hungrily. 7. (of disease, destructive agencies, etc.) to 
begin to affect. — v.u 8. to make an attack; begin hos- 
tilities. — n. 9. the act of attacking; onslaught; assault. 
10.' a military offensive against an enemy or enemy po- 
sition. 11. Pathol seizure by disease or illness: an at- 
tack of indigestion. 12. the beginning or initiating of 
any action; onset. 13. an aggressive move in a perfor- 
mance or contest. 14. the approach or manner of ap- 

E roach in beginning a musical phrase. [1590-1600; ear- 
er atta(c)que < MF atta{c)quer < It attaecare to attack, 
attach] —at.tack'a-blo, adj. — eMack'er, n. 

Syn. l. storm, charge. Attack, assail, assault, mo- 
lest all mean to set upon someone forcibly, with hostile 
or violent intent. Attack is the most general word and 
applies to a beginning of hostilities, esp. those definitely 
Planned: to attack from ambush. Assail implies vehe- 
ment, sudden, and sometimes repeated attack: to assaii 


date; adapt (usually fol. by to). [1325-75; ME attemperen 
< L attemperare to adjust (see at-, temper); r. ME at- 
tempren .< MF attemprer < L, as above] 
at* tempt (e tempf), u.t. 1. to make an effort at; try; 
undertake; seek: to attempt an impossible task; to at- 
tempt to walk six miles. 2. Archaic to attack; move 
against in a hostile manner: to attempt a person's life. 3. 
Archaic, to tempt. — n. 4. an effort made to accomplish 
something: He made an attempt to swim across the tafce. 
5. an attack or assault an attempt upon the leader's life. 
[1350-1400; ME < AF atempter < L attemptare to test, 
tamper with. See at-, tempt] — at.tempt'a»bll'l'ty. n. 
— at.tempVa-ble. adj. — at«tempfer, n. 
— Syn. 1. See try. 4. try, endeavor, 
at* tend (a tend'), v.L 1. to be present at to attend a 
lecture; to attend church. 2. to go with as a concomitant 


order of children characterized by inattention, impul- 
siveness, distractibility, and often hyperactivity. [1980- 
85] 

at'ten*tlOn-get'ting (a ten'shan getting), adj. con- 
spicuously drawing attention to something or someone: 
an attention-getting device; attention-getting behavior. 

attention line', a line of text after the address on a 
piece of correspondence, directing it to a particular per- 
son or department. [1920-25] 

attention Span/, the interval during which an indi- 
vidual can concentrate, as on a single object, idea, or ac- 
.Uvity. [1930-35] 

at«ten*tlV6 (a ten'tiv), adj. 1. characterized by or giv- 
ing attention; observant, an attentive audience. 2. 
thoughtful of others; considerate; polite; courteous: an 
attentive host [1375-1425; late ME (Scots) < MF; see 
attent, -ivk] — at*ten/tlve-ly, adv. — a t« tensive* 
nets, n. 

— Syn. 1. heedful, mindful, aware, alert, awake, 
watchful. — Ant. 1. indifferent apathetic, uncon- 
cerned. 

at*ten«U*ant (a ten'yoo ant), ru a medicine or agent 
that thins the blood. [1595-1605; < L attenuant- (s. of 
attenuans thinning, prp. of attenuare). See at-, tenuis, 
-ant] 

at*ten*U*ate {v. a ten'yoo at'; adj. a ten'yOQ it -at/), 
•at*ed, -at*lng, adj. —u.t. 1. to weaken or reduce in 
quantity, or value: to attenuate 
...a; make slender or fine. 3. Bac- 
render less virulent as a strain of 
pathogenic virus or bacterium. 4. Electronics, to de- 
crease the amplitude of (an electronic signal), r-v.u 5. 
to become thin or fine; lessen, —adj. 6. weakened; di- 
minishing. 7. Sot. tapering gradually to a narrow ex- 
tremity. [1520-30; < L attenuatus (ptp. of attenuare to 
thin, reduce). See at-, tenuis, -ate 1 ] 
at*ten*U*a*tlon (a ten'yise S'shan), ru 1. the act of at- 
tenuating or the state of being attenuated. 2. the proc- 
ess by which a virus, bacterium, etc., changes under lab- 
opatory conditions to become harmless or less virulent. 
3. Physics, a decrease in a property, as energy, per unit 
area of a wave or a beam of particles, occurring as the 
distance from the source increases as a result of absorp- 
tion, scattering, spreading in three dimensions, etc. 
[1585-95; (< MF) < L attenuation- (e. of attenuati6). See 
attenuate, -ion] 


iT^uSS^^ 3t.ten.u ; a.tor. (a ten/y* a'tar), n. Electronic, a de- 

attended her hard work. 3. to take care of; minister to; vice for decreasing the amphtude of an electronic signal. 

A~ ^ Th* n.iroo n tt*nA*d the oatient 11920-25: ATTENUATE. + -OR I 


Molest is to harass, to threaten, or to assault He was at»tond»ant (e ten'dant), ru 1. a person whojittends 

«*/c and where no one could molest hirru 4. censure; — — k - ~ r - 
impugn, oppugn, abuse. 9. onset encounter. — Ant. 

* defend. 9. defense. 
8 fi? 8 ^^ dog', a dog trained to attack on command, as 
[jy^tection or to aid in the apprehension of criminals. 

8 tVn^* g '. r ' (a*/* gurlO. interj. Informal (used as an en- 
wijsiastic expression of encouragement or approval to a 
oiaL] WOmant ° r female animal.) [1905-10; see attaboy, 

8 rJi!? ln (o tto/ >* ^ *• to wach, achieve, or accom- 
arr£? gain: ob tain: to attain one's goals. 2. to come to or 
nve at, esp. after some labor or tedium; reach: to at- 


[1920-25; attenuate. + -or 1 ] 

at* t68t (e test/), v.t 1. to bear witness to; certify; de- 
clare to be correct true, or genuine; declare the truth of, 
in words or writing, esp. afnrm in an official capacity: to 
attest the truth of a statement 2. to give proof or evi- 
dence o£ manifest His works attest his industry. 3. to 
put on oath. — v.i. 4. to testify or bear witness (often 
fol. by to): to attest to the reliability of an employee. — n. 
5. Archaic, witness; testimony; attestation. [1690-1600; 
( < MF attester) < L attestart to bear witness to, equiv. 
to at- at- + testarl (testiis) a witness + -a- thematic 
vowel + -rt inf. suffix)] —at* test/ a* We, oay. —at- 
test/ant n. — at* testier, at* to*' tor, at*tes*ta*tor 
(e tes/ta tor, afe sta'-), n. — at-teftlve, adj. 
at*te»*ta*tlon (at/ a sta'shan), ru 1. an act of attest- 
ing. 2. an attesting declaration; testimony; evidence. 
[1540-50; (< MF) < L attestation- (s. of attestatid). See 
attest, -ation] — at*tes*ta*tive (a tes/ta tiv), adj. 
attest/ ed fornV, a linguistic form actually in use or 
found in written records, in contrast to one that is 
hypothesized or reconstructed, 
att gen., attorney general. 

at*tlc (at/ik), n, 1. the part of a building, esp. of a 
house, directly under a roof; garret. 2. a room or rooms 
in an attic. 3. a low story or decorative wall above an 
entablature or the main cornice of a building. 4. Anat 
the upper part of the tympanic cavity of the ear. [1690- 
1700; special use of Attic] 

At*tlc (at/ik), adj. 1. of,_pertaining to, or* characteristic 
of Greece or of Athens. 2. (often Ic) displaying simple 
elegance, incisive intelligence, and delicate wit — ru 3. 
the dialect of ancient Attica that became the standard 

concise pronunciation kby: act, cape, dare, part; set, Squat if, ice; 
ox, tver, brder, oil, 6S&*. boot out; up, urge; chitd; «ng; shoe; thtn, 
that; lh as in freaiure a - o as in atone, e as in system, t as in 
easily, o as in gallop, u as in circus; • as in fire (tl*r), hour (ou*r). 

, , , - — , i and D can serve as syllabic consonants, as in cradle flxrad'D, and 

who is present at a specific time or place: a conference button (but/n). See the full key inside the front cover. 
with thousands of attendees. [1935-40; attend + -ee] : 


devote one's services to: The nurse attended the patient 
daily. 4. to wait upon; accompany as a companion or 
servant: The retainers attended their lord. 9. to take 
charge of; watch over; look after; tend; guard: to attend 
one's health, 6. to listen to; give heed to. 7. Archaic to 
wait for; expect — v.i. 8. to take care or charge: to at- 
tend to a sick person. 9. to apply oneselfl to attend to 
one's work. 10. to pay attention; listen or watch atten- 
tively; direct one's thought; pay heed: to attend to a 
speaker. 11. to be present She is a member but does not 
attend regularly. 12. to be present and ready to give 
service; wait (usually fol. by on or upon): to attend upon 
the Queen. 13. to follow; be consequent (usually fol. by 
on or upon). 14. Oos. to wait. [1250-1300; ME atenden 
< AF, OF atendre < L attendere to bend to, notice. See 
at-, tend 1 ] — at*tenoYer, n. — at*tend/ln«*ly, adv. 
— Syn. 4. See accompany. 

at*tend*ance (o ten/dans), n. 1. the act of attending. 
2. the persons or number of persons present an attend- 
ance of more than 300 veterans. 3. dance attendance, 
to be obsequious in one's attentions or service; attend 
constantly: He was given a larger office and several as- 
sistants to dance attendance on him. [1325-75; ME 
AF, MF. See attend, -ance] 


another, as to perform a service. 2. Chiefly Brit an 
usher or clerk. 3. a corollary or concomitant thing or 
quality. 4. a person who is present as at a meeting. 
—adj. 5. being present or in attendance; accompanying. 
6. consequent; concomitant; associated; related: winter 
holidays and attendant parties; war and its attendant 
evils; poverty and its attendant hardships. [1350-1400; 
ME < MF, prp. of attendre to notice, await. See attend, 
-ant) — et*tenoVant-ly. adv. - 
— Syn. 1. escort companion, comrade; follower, re- 
tainer, servant 3. accompaniment consequence. 
at*tend*ee (a ten deA eVen-, & ten/dS); n, a person 
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Ration of Greek melankhoiia 'melancholy*, 

'""ijrna** 0 ►adjective (of a medical or surgical 
f^edure) causing minimal tissue injury. 
'fSl'ne /'atrazi:n/ ►noun [mass noun] a synthetic 
a* r ~ -£ u ' n( ] derived from triazine. used as an 
^cultural herbicide 

J^cifii 1960s: blend of amino and triazine. 
Vernble ► adjective [predicj poetic/literary trembling. 
*ireste /s'triifa. -zia/ ►noun [mass noun] 1 Medicine 

absence or abnormal narrowing of an opening or 
b nassage in the body. 

f "2 Physiology the degeneration of those ovarian 
follicles which do not ovulate during the 
7 menstrual cycle. 

1 origin early 19th cent: from a-' 'without' + Greek 
~ frSrfs 'perforation' + -ia'. 

Atreus /'euros/ Greek Mythology the son of Pelops and 
^father of Agamemnon and Menelaus. He quarrelled 
v with "his brother Thyestes and invited him to a 

banquet at which he served up the flesh of 

Thyestes' own children, 
atrioventricular /.eitn^ujven'tnkjub/ ► adjective 
^.Anatomy' & Physiology relating to the atrial and 

ventricular chambers of the heart, or the 

(connection or coordination between them, 
atrium /'eitnam/ ► noun (pi. atria /'eitna/ or atriums) 

1 Architecture an open- roofed entrance hall or central 
j'court-in an ancient Roman house. 
„tia' central hall or court in a modern building, 
typically rising through several stories and having a 
glazed roof. ■ the forecourt of a large church built 
. on the basilican plan. 

,,2 Anatomy each of the two upper cavities of the heart 
" from which blood is passed to the ventricles. The 

right atrium receives deoxygenated blood from the 
! .veins of the body, the left atrium oxygenated blood 

from the pulmonary vein. Also called auricle. 

- derivatives atrial adjective. 
-origin late 16th cent.: from Latin, 
atrocious ►adjective 1 horrifyingly wicked: 
. atrocious cruelties. 

■of a very poor quality: extremely bad or unpleasant: 
he attempted an atrocious imitation of my English accent | 
atrocious weather. 

- derivatives atrociously adverb, atrociousness 
noun. 

- origin mid 17th cent.: from Latin atrox, atroc- 
, cruel' + -IOUS. 

atrocity ►noun (pi. -les) an extremely wicked or 
•" cruel act, typically one involving physical violence 

- or injury: a textbook which detailed war atrocities \ 
[mass noun] scenes of hardship and atrocity. 

■humorous a highly unpleasant or distasteful object: 
atrocities in cheap red nylon. 

- origin mid 16th cent, (in the sense *cruelty'}: from 
French atrocite or Latin atrocitas, from atrox, atroc- 
'cruel'. 

atrophy /'atrafi/ ► verb (-lea, -led) [no obj.) (of body 
tissue or an organ) waste away, especially as a result 
of the degeneration of cells, or become vestigial 
during evolution: the calf muscles will atrophy \ [as adj. 
atrophied] in some beetles, the hindwings are atrophied, 
■figurative gradually decline in effectiveness or vigour 
due to underuse or neglect: the imagination can 
atrophy from lack of use. 

► noun [mass noun] the condition or process of 
atrophying: gastric atrophy. 

- derivatives atrophic adjective. 

- origin late 16th cent.: from French atnophier (verb), 
atrophie (noun), from late Latin atrophia, from 
Greek, 'lack of food', from a- 'without' + trophe" 
'food'. 

atropine /'atr3pi:n, -in/ ► noun [mass noun] Chemistry a 
poisonous compound found in deadly nightshade 
and related plants. It is used in medicine as a 
muscle relaxant, e.g. in dilating the pupil of the 
eye. 

' »An alkaloid; chem. formula: CNjjNOj. 
-origin mid 19th cent.: modern Latin Atropa 
belladonna 'deadly nightshade', from' Atropos + 

-INE 4 . 

Atropos /'atrspos/ Greek Mythology one of the three 

.Fates. 

-origin Greek, literally 'inflexible'. 

attaboy ►exclamation an informal expression of 

encouragement or admiration, typically to a man 

or boy. 
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P origin early 20th cent.: probably representing a 
casual pronunciation of that's the boy. 
attacca /a'taks/ ► imperative verb a musical 
instruction used to indicate that the next section 
should follow without a pause. 

- origi n Italian, literally 'a ttack'. 

.att^hi*_vertjwithj^ 

trailer was securely attached to the minibus. 

■ fasten (a related document) to another: I attach a copy 
of the memo for your information, m include (a 
condition) as part of an agreement: the Commission 
can attach appropriate conditions to the operation of the 
agreement, ■ ascribe (value or importance) to 
something: he doesn't attach too much importance to 
fixed ideas, ■ [no obj.] (attach to) (of importance or 
value) be ascribed to: a good deal of prominence attaches 
to the central union federations. ■ (attach oneself to) 
join (someone or something) without being invited: 
they were all too ready to attach themselves to you for the 
whole day. ■ (usu. be attached) appoint (someone) for 
special or temporary duties: I was attached to another 
working group. ■ Law, archaic seize (a person or property) 
by legal authority: the Harl Marshal attached Gloucester 
for high treason. 

- derivatives attachable adjective. 

- origin Middle English (in the sense 'seize by legal 
authority'): from Old French atachier or estachier 
'fasten, fix', based on an element of Germanic 
origin related to stake 1 ; compare with attack. 

attache /s'tajei/ ► noun 1 a person on the staff of an 
ambassador, typically one having a specialized area 
of responsibility: naval and air attaches. 
2 N. Amer. short for attache case. 

- origin early 19th cent.: from French, literally 
'attached', past participle of attacher. 

attache case ►noun a small, flat, rigid, 
rectangular case used for carrying documents. 

a tt ached ^adjective 1 ^join£d" x>f fastenecT^to^ 
sbmetffm^ 

■Ijoi'^bu ild i ng~p£_rqom) 4 adjacent to arid typicallft 
oonneVt e'd wi th^aTiother'bliHding or"roomra~groundg^ 
floor bedroom with a, toilet atta ched. if ~~~ 

2 ?ulPof"affection~ bTTondriess: during the journey 
Mark became increasingly attached to Tara. 

3 [predia] (attached to) (of a person) appointed to 
(an organization or group) for special or temporary 
duties: he was attached to Military Intelligence. 

■(of an organization or body) affiliated to (another 
larger organization or body): a science policy agency 
attached to the Council of Ministers. 
attachment ► noun 1 an extra part or extension 

that is or may be attached to something to perform 

a particular function: the processor comes complete 

with a blender attachment. 

2 [mass noun) the condition of being attached to 
something or someone, in particular: 

■ affection, fondness, or sympathy for someone or 
something: she felt a sentimental attachment to the place 
creep over her. ■ (count noun] an affectionate relationship 
between two people: he formed an attachment with a 
young widow. ■ Brit, temporary secondment to an 
organization: the students are placed on attachment to 
schools for one day a week. 

3 [mass noun] the action of attaching something: the 
case has a loop for attachment to your waist belt, 
■legal seizure of property. 

- phrases attachment of earnings English Law 
payment of debts by direct deduction from the 
debtor's earnings, under a court order. 

- origin late Middle English (in the sense 'arrest for 
contempt of court'): from Old French attachement, 
from atachier 'fasten, fix' (see attach). 

attack ► verb [with obj.] take aggressive action against 
(a place or enemy forces) with weapons or armed 
force, typically in a battle or war: in February the 
Germans attacked Verdun \ [no obj.] the terrorists did not 
attack again until March. 

■(of a person or animal) act against (someone or 
something) aggressively in an attempt to injure or 
kill: a doctor was attacked by two youths. ■ (of a disease, 
chemical, or insect) act harmfully on: HIV is thought 
to attack certain cells in the brain. ■ criticize or oppose 
fiercely and publicly: he attacked the government's 
defence policy. ■ begin to deal with (a problem or task) 
in a determined and vigorous way; a plan of action to 
attack unemployment. ■ [no obj.] make an aggressive or 
forceful attempt to score a goal or point or gain or 
exploit an advantage in a game against an opposing 
team or player: Crystal Palace attacked swiftly down the 
left | [as adj. attacking) Leeds showed some good attacking 
play. ■ [with obj.) Chess move into or be in a position to 
capture (an opponent's piece or pawn). 


att mpt 

► nou^^An aggressive and violent act against a 

per^B^r place: he was killed in an attack on a 
checkpoint \ three classrooms were gutted in the arson 
attack. 

■ [mass noun] destructive action by a disease, chemical, 
or insect: the tissue is open to attack by fungus, ■ a 
sudden short bout of an illness or stress: an attack of 
nausea I an asthma attack, ■ an instance of fierce 
public criticism or opposition: he launched a sringing 
attack on the Prime Minister. ■ a determined attempt to 
tackle a problem or task: an attack on inflation, m [mass 
noun] Music the manner of beginning to play or sing a 
passage. ■ [mass noun] forceful and decisive style in 
performing music or another art: the sheer attack of 
Hendrix's playing, m an aggressive attempt to score a 
goal, win points, or gain or exploit an advantage in a 
game. ■ the players in a team who are in the 
position of trying to score a goal or win points: 
Baxter was recalled to the attack. ■ Chess a threat to 
capture an opponent's piece or pawn. 

-phrases under attack subject to aggressive, 
violent, or harmful action: the north-western suburbs 
came under attack in the latest fighting. 
-origin early 17th cent.: from French attaque 
(noun), attaquer (verb), from Italian attacco 'an 
attack', attaccare 'join battle*, based on an element 
of Germanic origin (see attach). 
attacker ►noun a person or animal that attacks 
someone or something. 

■(in football and other games) a player whose task is 
to attack the other side's goal in the attempt to 
score; a forward, 
attagirl ►exclamation an informal expression of 
encouragement or admiration to a woman or girl. 

- origin 1920s: on the pattern of attaboy. 
attain ►verb [with obj.] succeed in achieving 

(something that one desires and has worked for): 
clarify your objectives and ways of attaining them | he 
attained the rank of Brigadier \ human beings can attain 
happiness. 

■reach (a specified age, size, or amount): dolphins can 
attain speeds in water which man cannot yet emulate. 

- derivatives attainability noun, attainable 
adjective, attainableness noun. 

- origin Middle English (in the senses 'bring to 
justice' and 'reach (a state)'): from Old French 
ateindre, from Latin artingere, from ad- 'at, to' + 
tangere 'to touch*. 

attainder /a'temds/ ► noun historical the forfeiture of 
land and civil rights suffered as a consequence of a 
sentence of death for treason or felony. 

- phrases act (or bill) of attainder an item of 
legislation inflicting attainder without judicial 
process. 

- origin late Middle English: from Anglo-Norman 
French, variant (used as a noun) of Old French 
ateindre in the sense 'convict, bring to justice' (see 

ATTAIN). 

attainment ► noun [mass noun] the action or fact of 
achieving a goal towards which one has worked: the 
attainment of corporate aims. 

■ [count noun] (often attainments) a thing achieved, 
especially a skill or educational achievement. 

attaint ►verb [with obj.] 1 (usu. be attainted) historical 
subject to attainder. 

2 archaic affect or infect with disease or corruption. 

- origin Middle English (in the sense 'touch, reach, 
attain*): from obsolete attaint (adjective), from Old 
French ataint, ateint. past participle of ateindre 
'bring to justice' (see attain); influenced in 
meaning by taint. 

Attalld /'atahd/ ► noun a member of a Hellenistic 
dynasty named after Attalus l (reigned 241-197 bc). 
which flourished in the 3rd and 2nd centuries bc. 

► adjective of or relating to this dynasty, 
attap /'atop/ (also atap) ►noun [mass noun] thatch 

made in SE Asia from palm fronds. 
-origin early 19th cent.: from Malay atap 'roof, 
thatch'. 

attar /'ats/ (also otto) ► noun a fragrant essential oil, 
typically made from rose petals. 

- origin late 17th cent.: via Persian from Arabic 'itr 
'perfume, essence'. 

attempt ► verb [with obj.] make an effort to achieve or 
complete (something, typically a difficult task or 
action): she attempted a comeback in 1989 \ [with infinitive] 
troops shot civilians who attempted to flee. 

■ try to climb to the top of (a mountain): the expedition 
was the first to attempt Panch Chuli V. ■ archaic try to take 
(a life): he would not have attempted the life of a friend. 

► noun an act of trying to achieve something, typically 
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